Past efforts in the area of corporate modeling have demonstrated the need for "problem-oriented" languages which would facilitate the construction of corporate models.
Introduction
The initial efforts of most firms in building corporate models have fol- of the system will first be presented and then general design characteristics of the system will be discussed. Third, CMS/I is briefly compared to another modeling system, Foresight IV. Finally, examples of the use of the system will be given.
Logical Organization
A model is composed of three types of modules. They specify the logioal and mathematical relationships for the model (i.e., the logic module), the data to be used in executingthe model (i.e., the data module), and the formats of reports which are to be produced (i.e., the report modules).
When the modules are entered into CMS/I, they are translated into a more conveniently executed form and stored on a magnetic disk (see Figure 1) . The user may then specify the logic, data, and report modules that are to be retrieved from the disk, merged into a complete model, and executed (see Figure 2 ).
The execution of a model is actually accomplished in six steps.
1. The first step is to create a matrix of variables composed of the variables referenced by the specified logic module and report modules.
2. Second, the specified data modules are retrieved in turn, and the values are assigned to the indicated variables.
3.
The logic module is retrieved and the specified calculations are performed.
4.
If the execution is a part of a sensitivity analysis or a Monte Carlo simulation, the second and third steps are repeated.
5.
If requested, the values of selected variables are saved.
6.
The requested reports are printed.
If no report modules are specified, a default report is printed.
Design Characteristics
The basic design characteristics of CMS/I may be categorized into three groups: those which promote the ease of use, those which promote flexibility of use, and lastly, technical characteristics.
The major contributant to the ease of use of the system is the utilization of "English-like" languages. Foresight, on the other hand, has more built-in functions, supports the specification of relationships among columns, and, unlike CMS/I, is available in a time-sharing environment. These and other differences along with some similarities between the two systems are summarized in Table 1 .
Example Models
The 2) Ibid., p. 53. 
"ACCOUNT", " FIRST", " SECOND", " THIRD", " FOURTH" 
